
September 15, 2020 

In Attendance:  

Members Present:  Mayor Janet Winkler, Mayor Pro Tem, Larry Chapman, Commissioners:  Jonathan 

Greer, Jeff Link, Barry Mitchell and Rick Shew 

Members Absent:  Commissioner Ann Smith 

Others Present:  Town Manager, Rebecca Bentley, Chief of Police, Richard Blevins, Assistant Finance 

Officer, Michelle Coffey, Town Planner, Teresa Kinney, Town Clerk, Tammy Swanson and Attorney Ed 

Blair 

Call to Order: 

Mayor Janet Winkler called the meeting to order, and Mayor Pro Tem, Larry Chapman, led the audience in the 

Pledge of Allegiance and opening prayer.  Janet welcomed Attorney Ed Blair to the meeting.  Ed was sitting in 

as Town Attorney in the absent of Town Attorney, Carroll Tuttle.  

Discuss/Adjust Agenda: 

Janet presented the September agenda and requested the following changes: 

 Delete Item 9 – Public Safety Committee Report 

 Add Item 5 -   Letter of Recognition – Police Department 

Motion:  (Jonathan Greer/Rick Shew) to approve the agenda as amended.  Unanimously approved. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion:  (Larry Chapman/Jeff Link) to approve the minutes, as presented, for the August 18, 2020 Regular 

Meeting, and the July 22, 2020 HUB Committee Meeting.  Unanimously approved. 

Present letter of Recognition for Officers: 

 Chief Blevins commented that it is no secret that in the media, there is a negative stigma toward law 

enforcement.  He stated that he typically tries to follow up with his officers and how they address problems 

and situations.   He commented that although they are young, they are very mature in how they conduct 

business. 

Chief Blevins stated that he wanted to present Letters of Recognition to Sergeant Jeff Drum and Patrol Officer, 

Taylor Welborn.  Chief Blevins stated that on August 16, 2020, Sgt. Drum and Officer Welborn were on duty 

when they learned that a sexual assault of an elderly female had just occurred on Shasta Lane in Lenoir.  Being 

aware of the close proximity of Shasta Lane to Pleasant Hill Road, these officers established a line patrol in the 

area in the event the suspect entered into the Hudson Town Limits.  At approximately 9:45 p.m., Officer 

Welborn noticed a suspicious vehicle on Shasta Lane.  The vehicle turned into the entrance of Kincaid Main 

Offices then left.  Sgt. Drum located the vehicle as it entered into Hudson and followed it to Hickman Avenue 

where he initiated a traffic stop.  The driver of the vehicle closely matched the description given of the suspect.  

The suspect was then identified and the Lenoir Police Dept. was notified.  
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Subsequently Stg. Drum and Officer Welborn assisted Lenoir in their investigation, which eventually led to the 

arrest of the suspect who was charged with the sexual assault.  Chief Blevins noted that it is likely this horrific 

crime against the elderly victim would have gone unsolved had these officers not been alert and vigilant in 

performing their duties to the fullest extent.  Chief Blevins presented Letters of Recognition to Sgt. Drum and 

Officer Welborn, and he thanked them for their service to both the citizens of Hudson and our neighbor 

Lenoir.  

Mayor Winkler echoed the compliments of Chief Blevins to the officers, and she told them that Hudson is very 

proud of them. 

Both officers thanked the Board for their continued support, and they also mentioned how fortunate Hudson 

is to have Chief Blevins leading the Police Department.  

Chief Blevins then recognized Officer Nick Hudson.  He commented that although Officer Hudson is young, 

his actions are that of a very mature officer who conducts himself with experience.  

Chief Blevins stated that on September 14, 2020, Officer Hudson responded to a report of a runaway from a 

residence in Town.  Officer Hudson researched the situation, and worked on the case even beyond his shift.  

Officer Hudson found that the young girl had planned a flight to the State of New York, and he worked with 

officials in the State of New York to locate the young lady, and let her family know where she had gone.  Chief 

Blevins recognized Officer Hudson for going above and beyond the call of duty to not only locate the young 

lady, but to also bring peace of mind to a family as they made arrangements to bring her back home.  

Janet stated that as a resident of a small town like Hudson, we don’t think of thing like this happening here, 

but this is proof that they do happen.  Janet thanked Officer Hudson for being alert and taking care of the 

citizens of Hudson.   

 

Public Hearing:  2nd Reading Town Code of Ordinances – Text Amendment Change Chapter 

9 Article 3:  Garbage, Refuse Collection & Disposal:  

Motion:  (Jeff Link/Rick Shew) to open the floor for public hearing.  Unanimously approved.  

Rebecca reviewed the information pertaining to the proposed text amendment.   

The Public Works Committee met on Monday, August 10, 2020 to review the proposed revisions to the Town’s 

Code of Ordinances, Chapter 9, Article 3 regarding Garbage, Refuse Collection and Disposal.  The Public 

Works Committee reviewed the proposed revisions and voted to recommend the changes to the full Board of 

Commissioners.  These changes were presented to the Board for consideration as a first reading at the August 

18, 2020 regular meeting.  The Board called for a public hearing for tonight’s meeting for adoption as a second 

reading of the proposed Code of Ordinances text amendment.   Rebecca commented that there have been no 

changes made to the proposed amendments since the presentation made at the August 18th meeting.  

Motion:  (Rick Shew/Larry Chapmen) to close the public hearing.  Unanimously approved.  

Motion:   (Larry Chapman/Rick Shew) to adopt the changes to Chapter 9 – Article 3 as presented.  

Unanimously approved.  

The text amendments were adopted as follows. 
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Deferred Public Hearing – Public Safety Committee Report:  2nd Reading Town Code of 

Ordinances Text Amendment to Adopt Proposed Text Amendment Article 4, Section 7.48 

Speed Control Devices: 

Motion:  (Jeff Link/Rick Shew) to open the floor for public hearing.  Unanimously approved.  

Rebecca stated that at the July 2, 2020 Public Safety Committee, the Committee voted to recommend a text 

amendment to the Town’s Code of Ordinances pertaining to the installation of speed control devices.  She 

presented the following proposed amendments. 
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Rebecca stated that this amendment is basically putting into writing the procedure for a requesting and 

installing a speed hump or speed table.  

Jonathan asked if we should limit the speed humps to only streets that are coming from one State maintained 

road and ending on another State maintained road.  

Chief Blevins explained that typically drivers are driving at a higher rate of speed coming off of a State 

maintained road, and this is why the speed needs to be reduced.  

Rebecca stated that we need to have some type of criteria, or we could become a town of speed humps.  She 

commented that we get several requests for speed humps. 

Jonathan stated that he was just thinking back to a request we received last year for a speed hump; however, 

after the Police Department checked the speed on the street, there didn’t seem to be a problem with speed.   He  
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stated that he just wants to make sure we are not limiting ourselves too much with the State road 

requirements.  

Chief Blevins explained the process, and stated that if we receive more than one complaint from a street, we 

check the speeds with machinery that we now have to conduct speed studies.  He stated that if we do have a 

valid concern, we will begin a two-week campaign to get voluntary compliance.   

Jonathan stated that his street comes off of a state maintained road, but it dead ends.  He asked if this would be 

eligible? 

Chief Blevins stated that this street would not be eligible due to the street not ending at another State 

maintained road.   

Janet stated that for clarification, we would not be able to place a speed hump on a dead end street.  She asked 

if there would be a way to bypass this requirement.  

Chief Blevins stated that as Rebecca mentioned, we get requests constantly for speed humps, so we have to 

have guidelines in place to limit where they can be placed.  

Motion:  (Larry Chapman/Barry Mitchell) to close the public hearing.  Unanimously approved. 

Motion: (Rick Shew/Jonathan Greer) to adopt the proposed text amendment granting authority to install 

and specification for speed control devices as presented.  Unanimously approved.  

 

Recreation Committee Report: 

Larry presented a report from the Recreation Committee Meeting that was held September 14, 2020.  He stated 

that the Committee is looking at the possibility of holding a golf tournament fundraiser.  He reported that to 

date about 51 bricks have been sold, and this is an ongoing fundraiser.  He stated that the Committee 

recommended we get started on the demolition of the of the concession stand and bathrooms at Optimist Park, 

with as much of the work as possible being done in house.  He stated that a wall will have to be taken down in 

the concession stand so that an ice machine can be removed.  Chuck plans to work with David Seagle, 

contractor and member of Recreation Advisory Board, on the demolition, and then bids will be advertised for 

the work.  Public Works will also be helping to remove the demolition materials, which will help save money 

on the project.  

Rebecca stated that we have another 2 years to work on and complete the project, and we have about 5% 

completed at this point.  She commented that we should use the remaining time wisely, and if we need 

additional time we can ask for it later on in the project.  

Janet commented that Chuck and the Recreation Advisory Board have done a good job raising monies during 

the COVID-19 down time.  

Budget Revisions: 

 

Rebecca presented the following Budget Revisions. 
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Police Dept. – Adjustment for 

lease agreement for 2020 Dodge 

Durango.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUB – adjustments for ceiling 

and room repairs.   The 

insurance has been received and 

the ceiling repaired.   
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Cares Act Reimbursements - 

Rebecca commented that we do not 

spend monies dealing with COVID-

19 until we know it will be 

reimbursed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision for repairs to landscaping 

roof.  Rebecca stated that we have a 

leaking roof at landscape facility; 

however, the roof does not have to be 

replaced.  She commented that we can 

get by with repairing the roof, which 

can be funded from monies in the 

Public Works budget.  
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Motion:   (Rick Shew/Jonathan Greer) to approve all of the budget revisions as requested.  Unanimously 

approved.  

Public Comment/Informal Discussion: 

Change for Billboard:  Janet presented a photograph of the new billboard that will be placed on Hwy. 321.  

She stated that this is a very nice billboard highlighting HUB Station. 

Michelle stated that the new billboard is scheduled to be put up in about a week, and she commented that the 

Board would need to approve an extension of the contract for the billboard.  She added that the price will 

remain the same for the new contract.  

Motion:  (Jeff Link/Rick Shew) to extend the contract for the billboard with no increase in price, and to 

approve the design for the new billboard. Unanimously approved.   

Update on Town Facilities – Open or Closed:  Rebecca stated that our Recreation Center is now open.  The 

gym is open but not for contact sports such as basketball, and the weight rooms are open at half capacity.  

People are using the facilities again, and Chuck has over 200 children signed up in the soccer program.  He has 

organized the playing to meet the COVID-19 requirements. The playgrounds are also open.  

Rebecca stated that the Town Hall and Police Dept. are still closed to general public. 

Officer Benji Manning – Voted Best Officer in Caldwell County:  Rebecca stated that she wanted to 

congratulate Officer Benji Manning for being voted “Best Law Enforcement” in the News Topic’s 2020 Best of 

Caldwell contest.  Rebecca commented that we are proud of Benji and all of our Police Officers and Firefighters 

who risk their lives to serve and protect everyone in our community.  

Planner’s Report:  Teresa stated that she has been very busy, and we are fortunate that Hudson has continued 

to grow.  Deer Creek Subdivision has sold out of vacant lots, with the exception of one lot that has an issue.  

Maplewood Subdivision is also busy.  More apartments have been approved for the 55 and older age group for 

the Kirkland Avenue apartment complex.  Also, there is a possibility of a franchise restaurant locating across 

Hwy. 321 from CCC & TI.   

Jeff stated that he understands Bojangles is scheduled to reopen sometime in December of this year, and they 

are restoring as well as upgrading the restaurant.  

Update on Community Events:  Rebecca stated that she understands that City of Lenoir and Granite Falls 

have said that we will not be doing light up Caldwell County this year.  They have said it would be difficult 

for schools to participate in decorating the trees.  She stated that we may also want to decide to not participate 

as well.   

Motion:  (Larry Chapman/Barry Mitchell) to not participate in Light Up Caldwell County this year. 

Unanimously approved.  

Rebecca stated that there has also been discussion among the towns as to whether or not to have Christmas 

Parades this year.  Parades are not allowed in the Governor’s current phase of COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

Rick stated that he understands the concerns, but he hates to see everything for the holidays cancelled.  The 

next phase of opening up the State is scheduled for mid-October, so we may get a better idea of what we can 

do at that time.  Rick suggested that as things turn around with the COVID-19 restrictions, we need to think of 

activities to involve the people of our community.   
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 Jeff stated that the elementary school did a reverse parade – teachers set up things, and cars rode by to see 

them.  He stated that businesses could do this type of thing.  He commented that we need to “think outside the 

box” with new everts. 

Adjournment: 

Motion:  (Larry Chapman/Jonathan Greer) to adjourn the meeting.  Unanimously approved.  

 

 

        ______________________________________ 

        Tamra T. Swanson, Town Clerk 

 

 


