July 21, 2020
In Attendance:
Members Present: Mayor Janet Winkler, Mayor Pro Tem, Larry Chapman, Commissioners: Jonathan
Greer, Jeff Link, Barry Mitchell, Rick Shew and Ann Smith
Others Present: Town Manager, Rebecca Bentley, Town Clerk, Tammy Swanson, and Town Attorney,
Carroll Tuttle, Technical Assistance: Chief of Police, Richard Blevins

Call to Order:
Mayor Janet Winkler called the July meeting to order, and Mayor Pro Tem, Larry Chapman, led the group in
the Pledge of Allegiance and opening prayer.

Discuss/Adjust Agenda:
Janet presented that July agenda, and no additions or changes were requested.
Motion: (Jeff Link/Jonathan Greer) to adopt the agenda as presented. Unanimously approved

Approval of Minutes:
Motion: (Rick Shew/Larry Chapman) to approve the minutes, as presented, for the June 16, 2020 Regular
Meeting, the June 16, 2020 Closed Session, and the June 25, 2020 HUB Committee Meeting.
Unanimously approved.

Police Staff updates:
Chief Blevins gave updates on the happening in the Police Department. Chief Blevins stated that he would
like to recognize one of his officers for his actions during an emergency situation. Caldwell County’s
Sheriff’s Department requested backup on Benfield Drive – it was a drug overdose situation. Officer C.J.
Curtis administered NARCAN and began CPR. After emergency services arrived, Officer Curtis assisted in
securing the residence. Unfortunately, the individual passed away later at the hospital, but a great effort was
made by Officer Curtis to save the life. Chief Blevins stated that he is very proud of Officer Curtis, and he
presented him with a Letter of Recognition for his actions.
Chief Blevins introduced the Department’s two newest officers: Officer Anthony Horton and Officer
Jonathan Barnett.
Officer Anthony Horton is a seasoned Officer who comes to us from Hickory Police Department. Chief
Blevins stated that he is very pleased to have Officer Horton in the Department, and he is already receiving
rave reviews about his performance.
Officer Jonathan Barnett is our other new officer. He is a resident of Lenoir, and he is also an asset to the
Department. Chief Blevins commented that Officer Barnett is proving to be a very fast learner, and we are
glad to have him.

Adopt Agreement with NCDOT for Mowing:
Rebecca presented a contract from the NCDOT for mowing the rights-of-way along state streets in Town.
She explained that the Town has mowed these rights-of-way for year, but has never entered into an
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agreement with the State to be reimbursed. With this agreement, the NCDOT will reimburse the Town for a
maximum of 5 mowing cycles per year, at a maximum amount of $2,500 per year. The agreement includes a
list of the rights-of-way with the amount that will be reimbursed for mowing. Rebecca commented that the
Town will continue to provide the personnel, equipment, labor and materials necessary to perform the
mowing.
Motion: (Larry Chapman/Rick Shew) to approve the Mowing Maintenance Agreement with the NCDOT
for mowing state rights-of-way as presented. Unanimously approved.
The agreement was approved as follows:
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Resolution Adopting the Hudson Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan:
Rebecca stated that our Pedestrian & Bike Plan has been adopted by the NCDOT, and she presented a
resolution for the Board to approve in support of the Plan. Rebecca commented that last month the Board
adopted a resolution for updates to the Plan. Rebecca thanked everyone involved with the project including
Teresa Kinney and Brian Horton and the WPCOG.
Motion: (Jonathan Greer/Rick Shew) to approve the resolution, as presented, in support of the Town’s
Pedestrian and Bike Plan. Unanimously approved.
The resolution was approved as follows:
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Budget Revisions:
Rebecca presented the last budget revisions for FY 2019-2020. She explained that year end revisions mainly
move monies around among the funds within in the departments. However, this revision also moves monies
among different departments, and she wanted the Board to be aware of these amendments. She commented
that she did do a little “housekeeping” in fund 25 – Jan Karon Fund. Rebecca stated that there is no change in
the final totals.
Motion: (Rick Shew/Jeff Link) to approve the Budget Revisions as presented. Unanimously approved.
The Budget Revisions were approved as follows:
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Public Safety Committee Report:
Ann stated that the Public Safety Committee met on July 2, 2020, and she gave the following report from the
meeting.
Demographics of Dept. - Chief Blevins reviewed the demographics of the Police Department. The
Department is currently fully staffed with 14 officers and one secretary. The median age of the officers is 32.5
years old. We have two resource officers – one at the CCC & TI Campus and the other at Hudson Middle
School. Hudson Elementary School does not currently have a resource officer.
“8 Can’t Wait” Reform – Chief Blevins reviewed the 8 guidelines regulating the use of force for Police
Departments across the country. The 8 guidelines are referred to as “8 Can’t Wait Reform.” Chief Blevins
indicated that in his opinion, our policies already fall within these guidelines.
Discuss Creating Policy for Speed Humps (speed control devices) – Chief Blevins reported that we
currently have 3 streets with speed humps: Sheldon Street, Hillcrest Street and Eastview Street. It was
discussed that the speed humps on these streets have become ineffective due to the repaving of the streets
over the years. The size of the speed humps was discussed, plus the difference between a speed hump, a
speed bump and a speed table.
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According the Chief Blevins, the Town does not currently have a policy pertaining to speed control devices
or speed humps.
The Public Works Committee made a motion to request that Chief Blevins work with the Public Works
Director to come up with a recommendation and policy for speed humps, with the residential
approval/participation changed for the current 100% to 75% or 80%. The motion also called for the speed
humps we currently have to be corrected as needed, with the Eastview Street speed humps being
repositioned as needed.
Rebecca stated that if the Board would like to be make the speed hump policy a part of our Code of
Ordinances, we will need to call for a public hearing for the August 18th meeting.
Motion: (Ann Smith/Rick Shew) to call for a public hearing for the August 18th meeting to discuss adding
guidelines for installing speed control devices (speed humps) on Town streets. Unanimously approved.

Public Comment & Informal Discussion:
Complaints about property on Vance Street - Jane Pipes-Parisi, a resident at 190 Vance Avenue, addressed
the Board to discuss a nuisance property in her neighborhood. She stated that some years ago she lived in
Hudson, moved away, and in May moved back. She stated that she and her husband have totally renovated
their home on Vance Street, and they work hard to make their property look good. She stated, however, an
absentee property owner of a lot across the street is not keeping up their property. She stated that several
neighbors contacted the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer; however, nothing was done to improve the
property. She stated that she did contacted Town Hall and Rebecca sent out a letter to the property owner,
and the problem was quickly addressed. She stated in the absence of Rebecca, she spoke with Chief Blevins,
and he quickly addressed a problem with some of the mowing that had been done on the lower end of the
property. Grass and weeds were thrown into the street from the mowing, and Chief Blevins had it removed.
Ms. Pipes-Parisi stated that on this past Saturday, the lot was bush hogged. However, she stated that the lot
is still very ugly with an old tire and dead tree.
She stated that she would like for the Town to consider just mowing the property if the owners do not
respond after notification. She continued that she would like to be made aware of whatever the Town
decides to do to address the problem. She stated that it is not a wooded lot, and it needs to be mowed and
maintained. Some neighbors have even complained of snakes coming from the property.
Janet thanked Ms. Pipes-Parisi for making the Board aware of this situation.

Town Receives CAFR- Janet stated that once again, the Town has been awarded a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting. She thanked the staff and everyone involved with
making this happen for us again this year.
Report from Recreation Dept. Rebecca stated that Chuck is opening the pool every day, and it is typically
near sellout every day. Chuck is requiring everyone to do social distancing, and they are taking
temperatures every day. Rebecca stated that we are all very grateful for the no-touch equipment that we use
for taking temperatures purchased through the COVID-19 funds.
Chuck has indicated that they are also planning to have soccer leagues, but they will be doing it with lesser
crowds as required by COVID-19 rules.
She stated that our staff is doing a good job social distancing and taking temps every day.
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Quick response by our Police Department – Incident at neighborhood pool - Jeff mentioned that a child fell
in a pool in the Palmer Avenue neighborhood, and the quick response of our Police Department made a huge
difference is what could have been a tragic outcome. Jeff stated that he is very proud of our Police
Department, and the wonderful job they do for the Town.
Petition for Paving Town Street – Greenbrooke Rd. – Janet stated that we received a petition from the
citizens of Greenbrooke Road to have their street repaved. Rebecca reported that currently, we have
approximately $25,000 in the Powell Bill Fund available for street paving. Janet encouraged the Board
Members to let people know that we are aware some of our streets need to be repaved; however, we have to
wait until the funds are available.
Develop an Economic Plan - Rick stated that he would like to see the development of a downtown economic
plan. He suggested that a committee could be appointed to look after this type of thing for our Town. He
stated that he would like to see marketing done to promote our Town, and he stated that he would like to be
involved with the process.
Janet suggested that this could be done as an advisory-type committee, with an ex officio being appointed
from the Board. Janet suggested that Rick would be good to serve as our ex officio member. Janet stated that
we would talk more about forming a committee very soon.
HUB Station Update - Ann stated that the first floor of the HUB is now fully rented. This is good income for
the Town and good for our community. She stated that thanks to fundraising by the Steering Committee, the
rooms were updated and ready to be rented.

Adjournment:
Motion: (Larry Chapman/Jeff Link) to adjourn the meeting. Unanimously approved.

_________________________________________
Tamra T. Swanson, Town Clerk
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